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LOZA

Ceramic

Product type
Ceramics & Vases

Materials
Black ceramic

Colours
black

Country of origin
Colombia

Place of use
Commercial and
Residental

Environment
Indoor

Customise product
Please contact
shop@amesliving.de
for bespoke version

Design and inspiration

Loza is a new collection of bold, minimalist ceramics designed by Sebas-
tian Herkner. Made using the finest traditional Colombian pottery crafts,
this series introduces a new side to the ames accessories collection: the
design of the vases is crisp and clean with only a textured detail contrast-
ing the smooth finish. By opting for a simple, cylindrical shape, the capti-
vating effect of the black ceramic takes centre stage.

“All Loza objects catch your eye with their subtle shimmer, but one, organi-
cally shaped and brushed area brings in an intriguing contrast,” says Se-
bastian Herkner. “This creates an exciting play between light and shadow,
bringing out more depth and vibrancy in the material.” The Loza series in-
cludes two vases and four planters.

About the designer

German designer Sebastian Herkner is a long-term collaborator of ames
and has visited Colombia multiple times to experience the country’s cities,
nature and people first hand. He also visited many of the ateliers that ames
has partnered with to learn about the unique traditional crafts of Colombia’s
regions. A sought-after contemporary designer and recipient of many in-
dustry awards, he has worked with many international design brands, creat-
ing intriguing pieces that showcase his intuition for interesting material, col-
our and texture combinations.
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Dimensions (mm)
Vase

Type A

Height: 240
@:110

Type B

Height: 290
@:130

Pot

Type C
Height: 150
@:150

Type D
Height: 170
@:200
Type E
Height: 300
@:300
Type F
Height: 400
@:430

Packaging dimensions
(H x W x D) (mm)

Vase

Type A, B

455 x 455 x 250

Pot
Type C,D,E& F
455 x 455 x 250

Item weight (kg)
2

Technical Specifications

Craft and manufacturing

For the Loza vases and planters, ames collaborates with two family-owned
businesses based in Tolima, a province that’s been a centre for pottery
making and ceramic production for over 300 years. Their workshops employ
members of more than 70 families, of which many have become specialists
for specific production steps - from clay digging to kiln firing to polishing.
Making each Loza piece takes weeks, as every step of the process is done
manually - our artisans don’t even use moulds or pottery wheels. It all starts
with the raw material: black clay. This clay type is typical for the Tolima re-
gion, where it’'s dug out of the ground next to the banks of the Magdalena
river with spades. It's then mixed with water to create the mixture which the
artisans shape with their hands into the cylindrical shape.

As the Loza design is so symmetrical, this step requires absolute precision
- only the most experienced makers can make these pieces. To create the
textured decoration, the craftspeople use a brush-like tool, scratching the
surface with an aluminium wire-wool to create the desired effect as contrast
to the otherwise smooth, slightly shimmering surface of the piece. Between
each step, the clay needs to dry for multiple days in the sun at a certain tem-
perature as there are no drying rooms with air conditioning in these tradi-
tional workshops to speed up the process. If the weather suddenly changes,
a whole batch of unfinished works can be ruined. Once they are completely
dry, the vases and planter are put into a wood-fired kiln. When they come
out, the textured part of these pieces looks like the vase would reveal its in-
ner structure. In the last step, the artisans polish the smooth areas of every
item with semi-precious stones to give them a subtle shine.

Care instructions

The Loza ceramics are not suitable for outdoor. They are not dishwash-
er-safe and should only be hand-washed. They are not heat-resistant, so
they are not suitable for cooking. If you want to use the Loza pots as plant-
ers, do not put soil or compost directly into the vessel. The pots don’t have a
hole in the bottom, and the pressure of soil and water can break them. We
recommend putting the plant in a smaller plastic pot and placing it onto a
small plate on the bottom of the pot.
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Vase Type A, black
OOALCHV-1

Pot Type D, black
OOALCHP-2

Vase Type B, black
OOALCHV-2

Pot Type E, black
OOALCHP-3

Pot Type C, black
OOALCHP-1

Pot Type F, black
OOALCHP-4
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